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Efforts towards implementing the initiatives detailed in the Bologna process and the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) are well underway. While the Thematic Network on Medical Education in Europe (MEDINE) has taken on tasks in five areas, there is a focus on the formation of a framework for international recognition of qualifications and the development of quality assurance standards for the process of medical education for application in Europe
,
,
.
The Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG®) is responsible for certifying all graduates of medical schools outside the United States (US), Canada, and Puerto Rico (international medical graduates, IMGs) who wish to pursue postgraduate medical education in the United States.  The ECFMG certificate is ultimately necessary for medical licensure in all US States.  As part of the certification process, detailed demographic data is collected on all medical student and physician applicants.  The certification process consists of various examinations including basic science knowledge (USMLE™ Step 1), clinical knowledge (USMLE Step 2 CK), and clinical skills (USMLE Step 2 CS). In addition, educational credentials are verified (final medical diploma, medical school transcript) by contacting the medical school where they were issued.  
The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of graduates/students from European medical schools (European IMGs) applying to ECFMG for certification. Performance data (outcomes for US licensing exams, success rate for ECFMG certification) for students/graduates of European and international medical schools will be presented. Demographic and performance information for those IMGs applying for ECFMG certification between 1993 and 2007 will be the basis of this presentation. Comparisons between European medical school students/graduates and other IMGs will be provided.
While the data provided are limited to those students and graduates of international medical schools applying to ECFMG for certification, there were variations in outcomes (passing rates and certification success) that could be due to individual differences in medical education, characteristics of those applying to ECFMG for certification, or some combination of these factors. Through further collaborative efforts, it will be possible to evaluate variations in performance based on common standards and assessments..
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