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Background

Quality is seen as an essential element to meet the combined requirements of creating a European knowledge society and promoting the Bologna process. A consensus has emerged among all key policy actors on the role that higher education institutions can and should play in these processes (http://www.eua.be/ Quality assurance). 

The proposal for European Specifications in Medical Education is an adaptation of WFME global standards in medical education to the European Region. The proposal covers all three phases of medical education: basic medical education; postgraduate medical education; and continuing professional development. 

It was developed by an international Task Force set up by the Thematic Network on Medical Education in Europe (MEDINE), chaired jointly by the World Federation for Medical Education (WFME) and the Association of Medical Schools in Europe (AMSE) and sponsored by the Commission of the European Union. With the collaboration of European medical institutions and organisations from Cadiz to Warsaw and Turkey to Iceland, the Thematic Network in Medical Education and a group of experts on Quality improvement in Medical Education but also with the collaboration of Medical Students Associations 

(http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medine/).

Aim:

In publishing and disseminating these specifications, MEDINE intended to provide a tool for reform processes, and criteria for the recognition and accreditation of medical education institutions and programmes, for the benefit of the constituency of medical education, health services and health systems throughout the region Full document is available in English and Russian versions at http://www.wfme.org/, and also at the European University Association Newsletter 9, 9 May 2008). Turkish translation, in press. 
