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The collaboration between AMSE and the World Federation for Medical Education (WFME) was a highly successful example of the way in which AMSE has worked with its partners to develop and enhance the activity of medical schools across Europe.  This work relates not just to education, but to all the activities of the medical school, including relations with the health care system, research, and leadership in academic medicine.
This presentation will look at the AMSE – WFME collaboration as the epitome of such joint working.  As well as earlier projects, examples of future work will be discussed.

In particular, the current and ongoing collaboration between AMSE and WFME in the Avicenna Project
 will be described.  This project builds on the former World Directory of Medical Schools published by WHO since 1953. The last printed edition - the seventh – was published in 2000
. The existing World Directory of Medical Schools will be expanded and brought up-to-date.  An important part of the expansion will be additional data on the quality assurance, including accreditation, of each school. This information is of increasing importance at a time when the number of relevant higher education institutions is increasing rapidly in some parts of the world. To know the quality of the education that is being provided is important, and is an area in which European schools can provide a lead.  Following this start with medical schools, the Avicenna Directories will include, in turn, pharmacy schools, schools of public health, and the other academic health professions
.
The aims of AMSE are “to promote the activities of, and develop co-operation between, medical schools and faculties in Europe, and to enhance and ensure the quality of their activities”, and collaborative work, such as these projects jointly with WFME, are an important route to meet those aims.
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