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The future role of the medical school 

What will medical schools be like in 2050? 
 
 
What doctors do today is not the same as they will do in ten, twenty or forty 
years from now.  We need to understand how medical practice will change, 
and how medical schools should be ready to evolve to meet these changes. 
 
Doctors may not need, in the future, to undertake all their traditional roles, 
while other new roles may emerge instead.  Societies need to understand 
what it is that only doctors can do and what can or should be done by other 
members of the health care team. When we have developed a policy and 
philosophy for the future global role of the doctor we can understand what 
medical schools and medical education will need to do, to produce a person 
equipped to fulfil that role. 
 
The conference will look at these questions both in breadth and in depth: 
What kind of medical profession will there be, and what subjects should be in 
the curriculum?  How many medical students will we need?  Can we predict 
which technological challenges we will have to face? Which will be the 
challenges of a changing society? How will medical migration will effect the 
future?  Skills in professionalism; management; social accountability; 
leadership; and more, will be considered. 
 
The Conference theme relates to the World Federation for Medical Education 
project on the future global role of the doctor, and the conclusions of the 
AMSE Conference will feed in to the WFME World Conference in Malmö, 
Sweden, in November 2012. 
 
 

Conference website: www.podcast.medicina.unipd.it/groups/amse2012 
More information: info.amse2012@unipd.it 

 
 

 


